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Message from The President
School Highlights 2021-2022

7th-grader Sylvia was 
selected as “Reporter of the 

Month” in February 2022 
by former Colorado news anchor 

Rodolfo Cardenas. 

As Reporter of the Month, Sylvia 
had the opportunity to present 

news segments, including a 
one-on-one interview with Governor 

Jared Polis, on the KNRV 1150 AM 
radio show “Hablemos Hoy.”

8th-grader Zoe earned a full 
scholarship to attend the 

Climate Reality Project Convention 
in Las Vegas. 

At the end of the two-and-a-half 
day training led by former Vice 
President Al Gore and a team of 
world-renowned scientists and 

activists, Zoe was interviewed and
highlighted as the youngest person 

to receive a scholarship in 2022.

Escuela de Guadalupe was 
formally accepted as a candidate 

for accreditation by 
the Association of Colorado 
Independent Schools (ACIS).

The accreditation process will 
advance Escuela’s organizational 

model and provide a valuable 
network of resources that will 

increase the efficiency and 
effectiveness of its programs.

In May 2022, 24 members of 
Escuela’s 3rd grade class celebrated 

their First Communion at 
Presentation of Our Lady Parish. 

In addition to receiving the 
sacraments, students participated in 

the bilingual service — led by 
Fr. Ed Poehlmann and attended 

by their teachers and families — as 
altar servers, choir members, 

and readers.

Escuela students and staff 
participated in the tenth annual 
Sister Susan Swain Service Day

on April 22, 2022.

Students and staff in grades Pre-k
through 8 spent the day working 
with organizations around metro 
Denver, helping to beautify public 

spaces, providing companionship to 
the elderly, and feeding individuals 

experiencing homelessness. 

Ninety-five percent of 8th-graders 
who graduated in the Spring 

of 2022 gained acceptance into 
their preferred college-preparatory 

high school program. 

Schools attended by members 
of Escuela’s Class of 2022 include,
but are not limited to, Regis Jesuit 
High School, Arrupe Jesuit High 
School, St. Mary’s Academy, and 

Colorado Academy.



Message from The President
School Highlights 2021-2022

Dear Friends,

It is safe to say that the 2021-2022 
school year was fantastic at 
Escuela de Guadalupe, due in 
no small part to you, our devoted 
community of supporters. 

Because of you, Escuela can continue to 
provide quality education to our families, 
regardless of their cultural and socioeconomic 
backgrounds, and we are proud to take this 
opportunity to tell you about a few highlights 
from the previous year. 

At the beginning of the school year, 
we welcomed several new students searching 
for a dual-language, Catholic education. 
In September, we held our largest Salud event 
to date, raising over $400,000 to fund 
scholarships for our deserving students. 
This year we were also accepted as an official 
candidate for accreditation through the 
Association of Colorado Independent Schools. 
Lastly, this year we received an extremely
generous gift from two anonymous donors 

who have committed to match new three-
year pledges dollar-for-dollar up to $650,000. 

This was a monumental year of growth 
for Escuela, and we could not have done 
it without your continued support. 
Because of your generosity, we were also 
able to distribute over $1.4 million in tuition 
assistance in 2021-2022.

I hope this annual report provides a small 
glimpse into the impact of your investment on 
our students and their families. We hope you 
will continue to join us as we strive to 
create a more prosperous and just world for 
all young people for generations to come. 

Sincerely,

Michelle Galuszka
President

Community Quotes

“Escuela promotes the core values of Leadership, Community, Respect, Justice, and Excellence. Pretty big 
mission to want to have students demonstrate these characteristics, but it happens every day... 

And the support I have personally received from faculty, staff, and fellow parents is beyond what you can 
imagine. Our family has made lifelong connections and friendships at Escuela.” Ginny (Escuela Parent)

“My favorite people all call me Miss Cristina. 
I love teaching at Escuela because I get 

the unique opportunity to teach in my first 
language. It makes it feel like home.” 

Miss Cristina (Kindergarten Spanish Teacher)

“I choose to teach at Escuela because I feel 
like it’s a community where teachers, 

students, and families are all equally invested 
in the students’ futures. 

Miss Tegan (Middle School Teacher)



Alumni Spotlight

“One of the things that makes me 
who I am is that I know two languages
and am completely fluent in both. 
Being bilingual has helped me to 
communicate with my family and 
friends, support my community, and 
even get a job. 

Experiencing the benefits of being bilingual 
made me realize what a special school 
Escuela is. But it’s not just that they provide 
education in English and Spanish; it’s also that 
they taught all of us from a young age 
to take pride in our heritage. One of my 
favorite events at Escuela was ‘Our Families, 
Our Traditions,’ where we had the opportunity 
to learn about the cultures and traditions 
of our classmates and their families. Events 
like these, which celebrated our differences, 
were my favorite part of attending Escuela. 

It feels like it was just yesterday that I was 
a student at Escuela de Guadalupe playing
four square on the playground with my 
friends. Now I am a Senior in high school. 
In five months, I will walk across the stage 
to get my diploma. I have worked so hard to 
be where I am today, and I could not have 
done it without the support and education 
I received at this school. After I graduate, 
I’ll attend college and pursue a career helping 
people as an Occupational Therapist. 

Escuela de Guadalupe prepared me to be 
successful in high school and beyond, 
and I am excited about all the future has in 
store. Your support of Escuela changes lives.
Gracias.” 

Guadalupe Vargas (Class of 2019)

During the 2021-2022 year, 95 percent of graduating 8th-graders gained 
acceptance to a reputable Catholic high school in the area, and age-eligible alumni 

maintained an impressive 97 percent high school completion rate.

Pictured: Guadalupe Vargas, Grade 12 and Kindergarten Graduation

Now

Then



Thanks to Your Partnership...

With your support, Escuela de Guadalupe distributed over $1.4M in 
need-based student scholarships to 187 students across grades Pre-k 
through 8 during the 2021-2022 school year. 

In the Barnum neighborhood where Escuela is located, more than 28 percent 
of the families live in poverty, and approximately 72 percent of households report 
an annual income of less than $60,000. By investing in Escuela, you play an essential 
part in ensuring Escuela’s high-quality program remains financially accessible to 
local families.

To learn more about the impact of your partnership, scan the QR code below or visit 
www.bit.ly/edg-video-2022 to view a short film featuring the Collao and Hernandez 
students and their families.

Eighty-eight percent of Escuela students relied on some level of tuition 
assistance to attend our program during the 2021-2022 school year.

To learn more about the impact of your partnership, 
scan the QR code or visit www.bit.ly/edg-video-2022 
to view a short film (3:02 min) featuring the Collao 
and Hernandez students and their families.

“Escuela de Guadalupe is a unique 
community... where we learn 

and live our lives in two languages.” 
Mariella Robledo (Principal)

Scan the QR code to watch 
a short video about Escuela’s 

dual-language education.

Fifty percent of students who 
attended Escuela during the 2021-
2022 school year qualified for the 
National School Lunch Program—

meaning their families could 
not consistently afford basic needs, 
like food, transportation, housing, 

and healthcare.

During the 2021-2022 school year, 
Escuela served 212 students 

representing 13 countries 
and over 30 unique zipcodes 

across metro Denver. 

Eighty-seven percent of enrolled 
students identified as Hispanic. 
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Pre-K Teacher

Kelli Cahoone 
Art Teacher
Kira Colgan
School Counselor
Edith Coyazo Cruz 
Custodian
Tegan Crean
Middle School English 
Teacher & 8th Grade Social 
Studies Teacher
Stefanie Esparza 
Kindergarten Teacher 
(English)
Lauren Fitzgerald 
1st and 2nd Grade Teacher
(English)
Maria Garcia 
Lunch Attendant
Ioana Georgescu 
Middle School Math 
& Spanish Teacher
Cristina Guerrero 
Kindergarten Teacher 
(Spanish)
Rebecca Koenigberg 
Music Teacher
Laura Maria Larrain 
4th & 5th Grade Teacher 
(English)

Trustees
John Walsh
BOT Chair 
Scott Whitley
BOT Vice Chair 
Hugh Armstrong
Treasurer
Kate Hulburd
Secretary

Bill Barrett
Cissie Busch
Jennifer Cherveny
Janalee Chmel
Martin Coover
Trustee Chair
Melinda Couzens
Development Chair
Stephanie Densen
Education Chair
Katherine A. Fay

Claudia Luna-Asturias 
School Counselor
Linda Mallory 
Middle School Math 
& Science Teacher
Miriam O’Connor 
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Support and Revenue: 
$2,986,574

Foundations: $654,615
Contributions from Individuals: $1,214,096
Corporate and Organizations: $3,798
Special Events (Net): $321,459
ACE Scholarships: $77,000
In-Kind Contributions: $68,804

Tuition and Fees: $708,326
School Lunch Program: $15,105
Other Income: $34,230
Investment Income: ($127,435)

Expenses: 
$2,379,846

Classroom and Education: $1,760,481
Management and General: $434,420
Development and Fundraising: $282,006

Support and Revenue

Expenses
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Our Financials

Did you know?

Approximately half of the children 
who attend Escuela enter as Dual 
Language Learners (DDLs) — 
meaning they have at least one 
parent who speaks a language other 
than English in their home. 

According to the National Center 
on Immigrant Integration Policy, over 
one-fourth of children who live in 
Colorado are DDLs, and 63 percent
report speaking Spanish in the home. 

Research is painting an increasingly 
clear picture of dual-language 
education as an experience that shapes 
the brain for a lifetime and provides 
all young learners with powerful 
advantages, including:

• greater executive function
• a highly developed sense of empathy
• increased school performance and 
   engagement
• improved brain health



Gifts included here were
received between July 1, 
2021 and June 30, 2022. 

If you made a gift during this period 
and are not listed or are listed 
inaccurately, please contact Director
of Philanthropy Natalie Hopper at 
(303) 964-0816 ext. 225.

Guadalupe Legacy Society Member

Summa Cum Laude 
(Gifts of $50,000 or more)

ACE Scholarships
Anonymous (4)
Loretto Community
Salazar Family Foundation
Sisters of St. Francis Sacred Heart   
   Charitable Fund 
Staley Family Foundation
   Jenn and Jason Cherveny

Gold Level 
(Gifts of $7,500-$9,999)

E. Patrick and Janet K. Wiesner 
Charitable Trust
Ronald and Deborah O’Dwyer
Sofia Pedraza-Wyrick and 
   Benjamin Wyrick
Ready Foods
St. Thomas More Catholic Church 
Swanson Family Charitable Fund

Silver Level 
(Gifts of $5,000-$7,499)

Michael Cavanaugh
Citywide Banks
Root Family Charitable Account
J. Robert Gallegos
Harmes C. Fishback Foundation 
   Trust
Sarah and Aron Kottoor
MidFirst Bank 
Presentation of Our Lady 
   Catholic Parish 

Jeffrey and Mary Ross
SC Johnson Giving 
St. Mary’s Academy
Rocky and Cathy Strassberg
Viola Vestal Coulter Foundation 

Bronze Level 
(Gifts of $2,500-$4,999)

Jim and Karen Benemann
Elizabeth Bruno
Kristen and Pete Condon
Martin and Leah Coover
Jason Dalbey
Nicole Delmoro
Joan and Patrick DiTullio
Ellen & Timothy Bruno Family 
   Charitable Fund
William J. Fortune
Hayes Family Foundation
Jeanette Bertea Hennings 
   Foundation
Dr. Nancy McMahon
Caroline and Justin McMorrow
Eugene and Judy Megyesy

Magna Cum Laude 
(Gifts of $25,000-$49,999)

Anschutz Family Foundation
The Anschutz Foundation
John and Melinda Couzens
El Pomar Foundation
Lindsay and Todd Filsinger
Franciscan Friars of Holy Name 
   Province/May Bonfils Stanton 
   Memorial Fund 
Nick and Natalie Lyon
Strohm Link Family Foundation
Susan’s School Counseling
   A Centus Program

Cum Laude 
(Gifts of $10,000-$24,999)

Jean and Hugh Armstrong
Buell Foundation 
George and Marion Curtis
Daniels Fund 
Davis Graham & Stubbs LLP 
Stephanie and Greg Densen
Donahue Foundation

Sean and Monica Doyle
The Frank Foundation
Clayton and Priscilla Fryer
Michael and Connie Gallagher
Heider Family Foundation
Pete and Susanne Lansing
Tim and Therese Miller
Patricia and John Orr
PEMA Foundation 
Schmitz Family Foundation
Justin Schumacher and Nate Moore
Virginia W. Hill Foundation
John F. Walsh III and Lisa Christian
Scott and Donna Whitley
Mike and Nancy Zoellner

Our Supporters

“My biggest dream 
is to have peace in 

the world.” 
Melissa (2nd Grade)



Emily and Michael Moore
Most Precious Blood Church
Nelnet Foundation
Lilla and Christian O’Dwyer
Regis Jesuit High School
Regis University
Chris and Lenie Richardson
Richard and Pat Schraeder
St. Barnabas Parish 
St. Sebastian Project Denver 
Dan and Katie Sznewajs
The Rifkin Foundation 
TKM Foundation
Judy and Tom Ward
Andy and Katie Wurst

Member Level 
(Gifts of $1,000-$2,499)

America Marble and Granite, Inc. 
Laurie and Daniel Barela
Jeffrey Bennis
Caroline and Jon Bergman
Edwin and Kathleen Bernau
Cissie and Charlie Busch
Jeff and Carrie Busch
David Card and Janalee Chmel
Lisa and Jack Corrigan
Deirdre Cryor
Peggy Cyrus
Rees and Barb Davis
Von de Luna and 
   Laura Grisenti de Luna
Jeffrey and Cindy Dohse
Brian and Kathy Dolan
Jose Duenas
Betsy Duffy
David and Carol Dvorak
Dagni Falvey
Ron and Katherine Fay
Michelle and Adam Galuszka
Henry and Lorie Gordon
Lynn and Kelly Haecker
Sarah Harrison
Russell and Susan Haskell
Regis Jesuit High School 
   Community
Paige Hoholik
Arturo Holguin and 
   Lisa Merkel-Holguin
Kate and Chico Hulburd
Bridget and Gary Keating
Colleen Kessenich
Jennifer Kilgore
Sabrina Skinner Lehmann
Melanie Madigan
Travis and Kerri McAfoos
Veronica McCaffrey and 
   Barbara Frank
Diana and Hudson Mead
Caryne Mesquita
Katherine Michalek
Milender White Construction 

   Company
Reed and Beth Mittelstaedt
Monarch Investment & 
   Management Group 
Sara Montgomery
Richard Mueller
Joanne Mulhern
Dan and Denise Murray
John Nicholson
Fr. John Nugent, SJ
Ralph and Ruth Pautz
Jose Pepe Aragon
Miguel Perez and 
   Patricia Villalpando
Matthew Perkins and Denise Vega
Cindy Prado-Gutierrez
Automated Business Products
Regis University Jesuit Community 
Tom and Madeline Reynolds
Richard and Penny Hayes 
Marcela Robbins
Mariella Robledo and 
   Jorge Ramirez Fonseca
Alejandro Robles-Madera and 
   Lorena Rodriguez
Brooks and Monica Rosenquist
Betsy and Leo Rowen
Rebecca Ryerson
Allan Service and Esther Ray Mills
Eric Sondermann and 
   Tracy Dunning
Madeline Stevenson
Hannah Strunc
Mary Frances Tharp
The Robert O’Connell Family
Jake and Kendra Tiernan
Babu Venugopal
Jason Vigil
Ralph and Denise Vosters
Weckbaugh Foundation Fund 
Daniel Wiesner
The Wold Foundation

President’s Club 
(Gifts of $500-$999)

Anonymous
Gene Blish
Kathleen Bruno
Joan Buckley
Wells Family Charitable Fund
Buffy Collison and Holly Hares
Fred Couzens
Megan and Andy Draper
William Gallagher
Robert Gallegos
Caroline Gash
Maureen Hand
James and Carleen Haselden
John and Nancy Herpers
Angela Hooper
Shelley and Eric Huez
Lark and Mimi Liedtke

London King - The Brass Bed
Wilfred Lopez
Craig and Pamela Mackey
Todd and Cheryl Mares
Robert and Susan Miller
Scott and Nicole Mulvany
Gwen O’Connor
Miriam and David O’Connor
Corinne Offutt
Michael Peffer and Karen Brown
Rachel and Kyle Quincey
Megan Sanchez
Mary Sarah Schweiger
Krista Strunc
Shannon and Chris Tabor
Tennyson Pediatric Dentistry 
The Wells Family Charitable Fund
Richard Thomas
Kelly Tisher
Tyler and Bryan Traficanti
Scott and Deb Yates
Kevin and Paige Yost

Guadalupe Club 
(Gifts of $250-$499)

Adriana Alvidrez
Judith Baenen
Stacey Baum
Greg Brill
Mike and Beth Brin
Amy Cohn
Ann Corrigan and Kent Rice
Carleigh Elkus

“My biggest dream is 
to be a police officer 
and save the town.”

Camila (Kindergarten) 



Betta Ferrendelli
Jodi and Eric Fischer
Hope Forti
Fr. Marcus Fryer, SJ
Linda and Chris Gebhardt
Hank Grey
Luke and Libby Hanna
David Henninger
Kayla Hodges
Megan Kleckner
Jordan McHugh
John J. and Manuelita Mullins
Jean Navarro
Heather Nicolls
Annie Pierini
Romina Portas
Nathan Routh 
Amy Sanchez and Josh Raaz
Rudy V. Sanchez
Mark and Mary Beth Schumacher
Cecelia Serna
Brian and Erica Shumsky
Jan Smedley
Kathleen Smith
Lisa Straffon
Rick and Donna Sullivan
Your Cause - PWC 

Century Club 
(Gifts of $100-$249)

José Acosta and 
   Karina Acosta-Ferrera
Anonymous (5)
Charles Arbogast
Dora Barron
Carol Baumgardt
John and Linda Bell
Aimee and Dean Bennett
Sheila Bisenius
John and Ann Brock
Linda Burke
Christ on the Mountain Catholic  
   Church
Kappner Clark
Congregation of the Mission, 
   The Vincentians
Lauren Crist-Fulk
Angelique DeSilva
Dani and Matt Dotterosa
William Duffy and Teri Anderson
Teri Eichman
Harry Ells
Emily Filippini
Courtney Gallagher
Melissa Galvin
Jonathan Gaunt
Ioana Georgescu
Robert Grabowski and 
   Mary Ann Padilla
Christopher Gross
Juana Hernandez
Natalie and Lee Hopper

Ted and Josephine Joens
Kenzo Kawanabe
Susan Kenney
Alanna Kimmel
Michael and Elizabeth Kuhn
Phillip and Constance Lanphier
Rolfe Larson and Peg Logan
Curtis Leister
Kristin Lentz
Tina Marek
Lorenzo and Cherry Marquez
Paul and Abby Miller
Bradley and Charlene Noland
Thomas and Kathleen O’Connor
Scott and Elizabeth O’Sullivan
Jeanne Orrben
John and Janice Pasquarello
William and Susan Poell
Maribel Polo
Presbyterian Foundation
S. Lee Terry and Kathryn Sullivan
Heather Salg
Vicki Schwartz
Andrew Sirotnak
Brian and Jeanne Stafford 
Martha Diss Sundby
David and Marilyn Swan
Martha Tienda
Peter and Carole Tilley
Bailey Tills

Pamela Trigg
Donald Vogt
Martin and Catherine A. Waters
Megan Whelan
Thomas and Nancy White
Tim Willaims
Ashley Wylie
Thomas R Young III and 
   Joanne C Young

Escuela Club 
(Gifts of $50-$99)

Lauren Akin
Anonymous
Kelli Cahoone
Blanca Esparza
Gretchen Kessler
Joan Kidnay
Ellie Knott
Katherine McMurray
Sean Offner
Caroline Orr
James Rassenfoss
Brian Schoelzel
Mary Agnes and Ross Sibley
Cornelio Velazquez and 
   Nancy Aldana
Nancy Walsh

Lobos Club  
(Gifts of $.01-$49)

Shelley Archuleta
Judy Cahoone
Wendy Campbell
Sandra Garcia
Kathleen and Patrick Jordan
Lorrie Joseph
Amy Klin
Sergio L. Carbajal
Cristin and Joe Lasser
Simon Martinez
Philip and Leta McDonald
Nate Moore
Ines Polanco
Jorge Ramirez
Sandra Reese
Diana Sadighi
Layne Vorhees

“My biggest dream 
is to have a good 

education and a nice 
house and to be able 
to set my future kids 
up well so that they 
have money to build 

for their futures.”
Noah (4th Grade)
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